
August 29, 2023

To:
Mayor of Seattle
Seattle City Council
Greg Spotts, Director, Seattle DOT (SDOT) Via Email

Re: The Draft Seattle Transportation Plan - Thank you to Seattle Leadership, Equity, Staff
commendation, and Providing comment for the Public Record

Dear Mayor Harrell, Council President Juarez, Members of Seattle City Council, and SDOT
Director Spotts,

On behalf of Seattle Subway, The Urbanist, and the Chair of the Sierra Club Seattle Group,
Robert Cruickshank, we are writing to thank you for SDOT’s August 2023 Draft Seattle
Transportation Plan (STP)—specifically its Figure 8: “Potential Link Light Rail and Sounder
Commuter Rail Expansion Opportunities” on page T-41—and to provide our feedback and
comment for the public record.

Thank you for your Leadership
First and foremost, we would like to thank the current members of the Seattle City Council who
sponsored and passed 2023 Consent Package Voting Group B specifically SLI
SDOT-305-B-001-2023, and those who in 2022 sponsored and passed of SLI
SDOT-004-B-001-2022.

We thank all City of Seattle leaders including Mayor Harrell and Director Spotts for this vision
delivering on promises to our partners in the State Legislature who gave us the authority to fund
futureproofing and expansion of exclusive-right-of-way rail transit with RCW 81.104.220-230 for
Enhanced Service Zones (ESZ) in various cities in our Regional Transit Authority Area. We
hope that working with our regional partners, the City of Seattle can be champions of ESZs
being used to future proof ST3 for a regional ST4 ballot measure, allowing the ST3 system to
operate without disruption during future construction of the ST4 network expansion.

Equity
We know that according to the APTA, a Seattle resident who used a monthly transit pass
instead of driving in June of 2016 saved $11,267 per year, on average. Equity means the cost of
car ownership should never be the price of entry to participate in our region’s economy. Seattle’s
Equity and Climate Justice goals must include renewably-powered, rapid transit travel times that
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are competitive with driving for those who don’t have the privilege of car ownership. Seattle’s
Equity and Climate Justice goals must also include the positive network effects that are only
provided by additional rapid, high capacity transit expansion potentially included in future
regional transit expansion ballot measures beyond ST3.

Staff commendation
The team members of the Seattle Department of Transportation’s Policy and Planning Division
all deserve raises and bonuses for their “yeoman’s work” on the Draft Seattle Transportation
Plan first released August 2023. Seattle Subway and our partners are only empowered to give
them our commendation for their diligent, dedicated work. We want to specifically recognize
Transportation Planning Manager Jonathan Lewis, Senior Transportation Planner Benjamin
Smith, and Associate Transportation Planner Michelle Abunaja for their work on the “Transit
Element” of the Seattle Transportation Plan.

Comment for the record on the Draft Seattle Transportation Plan’s Figure 8: “Potential
Link Light Rail and Sounder Commuter Rail Expansion Opportunities” on page T-41
SDOT’s Policy and Planning Division has done excellent work on this particular vision and we
appreciate all levels of the City of Seattle’s leadership in releasing this Long Range Plan vision.
We would like to provide feedback by drawing attention to our following three (3) comments on
Draft Seattle Transportation Plan’s Figure 8: “Potential Link Light Rail and Sounder Commuter
Rail Expansion Opportunities” on page T-41, for the record:

1. West Seattle to Burien: we note that corridor 1 of the Regional Transit Long-Range
Plan (Page 12 of 24), as adopted by the Sound Transit Board on December 18, 2014
includes a “Downtown Seattle to Burien” corridor. And the Sound Transit 3 System Plan
Project List adopted by the Sound Transit Board of Directors on June 23, 2016 includes
an “HCT Study: Light rail extending from West Seattle to Burien, Tukwila, and Renton”.
We request that the Final Seattle Transportation Plan Figure 8 reflect that West
Seattle to Burien is included as “LRT ST4 Expansion from ST 2014 Long Range
Plan” at least as far as the City’s southern border.

2. Madison Street: we note that corridor 4 of the Regional Transit Long-Range Plan (Page
12 of 24), as adopted by the Sound Transit Board on December 18, 2014 includes a
“Downtown Seattle along Madison Street” corridor. We also note that on February 1,
2016, the Seattle City Council adopted an amended Transit Master Plan, which on page
3-3 included an “Other Seattle High Capacity Transit Corridor” approximately along
Madison Street (displayed as a pink-purple color corridor). Seattle Subway, the Urbanist,
and the Sierra Club Seattle Group’s Chair also recognize and are extremely supportive
of the excellent work that the City of Seattle, King County Metro, and Sound Transit have
done collaboratively on the Madison Street Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) project. Once
completed, Madison BRT will be an excellent improvement. However, we request that
the Final Seattle Transportation Plan include the ST LRP and Seattle TMP Madison
Street corridor as a Figure 8 “connectivity option” from Downtown Seattle to the
currently-displayed connectivity options in approximately Seattle’s Central
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District.We expect that Madison BRT will act as a localized service with more
numerous stations along the corridor compared to a potential Link rail expansion
opportunity in the Madison Corridor. The First Hill Neighborhood, its extremely
necessary community services, and regional health equity require that the long
term vision incorporate future Link rail network access. Without this included in
the long range plan vision, the City of Seattle condemns numerous underserved
populations to forever having more limited access to health care compared to
those driving.

3. Children’s Hospital to Sand Point: we note that the Sound Transit 3 System Plan
Project List adopted by the Sound Transit Board of Directors on June 23, 2016 includes
an “HCT Study of Northern Lake Washington'' including connections from Ballard all the
way to Warren G Magnuson Park.We request that the Final Seattle Transportation
Plan include as a Figure 8 “connectivity option” Ballard to Warren G Magnuson
Park, beyond the current end point of approximately Children’s Hospital with at
least one additional station’s worth of corridor to Warren G Magnuson Park.
Warren G Magnuson Park contains many units of affordable housing (at least 313
units) and numerous non-profit organizations are located there.

Thank you very much for your excellent work and your consideration of this feedback as you
finalize the Seattle Transportation Plan. We look forward to being partners with you and your
successors to implement the vision expressed in the Final Seattle Transportation Plan. As
always please feel free to contact us with any questions or for further discussion of the concerns
identified above and we will look forward to providing more feedback about the balance of Draft
STP.

Best Regards,

Ben Broesamle Doug Trumm Robert Cruickshank
COO, Treasurer Publisher Chair, Sierra Club Seattle Group
Seattle Subway The Urbanist Personally

CC
Francisca Stefan, Deputy Director, Seattle DOT
Jonathan Lewis, Transportation Planning Manager, Policy and Planning Division, Seattle DOT
Benjamin Smith, Senior Transportation Planner, Policy and Planning Division, Seattle DOT
Michelle Abunaja, Assoc. Transportation Planner, Policy and Planning Division, Seattle DOT
Feedback Email Account, Seattle Transportation Plan, Seattle DOT
Various additional City Staff and Seattle City Council Legislative Aides
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Attachments
Attachment 1: “Long Range Plan Map (Page 12 of 24), December 18, 2014 Regional Transit
Long-Range Plan, Sound Transit”
Attachment 2: “Sound Transit 3 System Plan Project List, Adopted June 23, 2016, Sound
Transit”
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Attachment 1: “Long Range Plan Map (Page 12 of 24), December 18, 2014 Regional Transit
Long-Range Plan, Sound Transit”
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Attachment 2: Page 1 of “Sound Transit 3 System Plan Project List, Adopted June 23, 2016,
Sound Transit”

6 of 7



Attachment 2 Continued: Page 2 of “Sound Transit 3 System Plan Project List, Adopted June
23, 2016, Sound Transit”
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